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Preserving the Arabic language through gifts and punishments’
Abstract:

The Arabic language went through unfair circumstances after its high status,
and it began to detract from it due to an imbalance in some sounds and some
structures. And because Arabic is the entity of the Islamic nation, its scholars
and zealots rose up against it to preserve its splendor and protect it from any
defects or mistake that had occurred to it.

History has written positions for everyone who defended Arabic, and among
those who had authority over Muslim countries from the caliphs and princes,
so he took his position and authority as a way to preserve Arabic, either as
accountability for those who erred or as a reward for those who did good.
Throughout history, the phenomena of error and mistake in Arabic seemed
clear, so it was necessary to take deterrent measures to reduce these
phenomena and preserve its entity from collapse, and this measure is counting
for the Sultan.

The research answered two important questions: Was it possible to suffice
with alerting the virtuous scholars to errors and mistake, and relying on
people’s awareness to remedy that error? Did the authority of the caliphs and
princes achieve its goal by limiting the spread of that error?

In the research, the historical method was followed in tracking the phenomena
and events in question, and the descriptive approach - besides it - was taken as
a way to analyze those phenomena and events.

One of the research tools was a set of historical texts that show part of the
keenness of those in power to pay attention to Arabic and to remove the
mistake that was attached to it.

The research presented with it some historical incidents and incidents in the
presence of the caliphs and princes, and the positions of those - the owners of
power - were a victory for the Arab by adopting punishments and
authoritarian obligations, or giving gifts in order to reduce the error and
preserve the Arabic from the mistake that hit it, or give the owners of the
considered efforts rewards for their actions Which is in the interest of the
Arabic language and her people.

The research concluded with a set of results and recommendations that serve
Arabic language defense and protection.

Keywords: language, Arabic, authority, sultan, gifts, punishments.
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Research Summery

It is well known that the message of Islam is a universal message, and it is
distinguished with its intellectual pluralism. If we contemplate the Holy
Qur’an, we will find that this pluralism has been dealt with a unique
treatment, as it provided the whole world with acceptance of the other and
respect for their opinions and ideas. Thus, Islam is like a vast umbrella under

which all races live, whether they agree or differ with it.
The phenomenon of opinions, ideas, theories, and perceptions variation
among human beings is an eternal phenomenon steeped in ancient times,

dating back to the early existence of human being on earth, and it is also a
natural, realistic and innate phenomenon, as a result of the different faculties
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of minds, the contradiction of interests, the evaluation of events, along with
the variety of texts interpretations teachings and ideas.

Intellectual pluralism was neither in the essence of the religion nor in the core
of Sharia, but it is in understanding some of its obvious texts and in achieving
the objectives of these texts through the branches. However, all the variant
parties are unanimously agree in sanctifying the texts of the Qur’an, as it is a
plurality that does not deal with the principles, but a plurality in the branches,
where it is not a definitive piece of evidence for the dispute.

The majority of multiplicities of the exegetes’ opinions in the interpretations
refer to diversity, not conflict, since it is very natural to have a multiplicity of
opinions and ideas, provided that these opinions and ideas are disciplined with
the Sharia law, and have no other objectives.
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Lecturer and faculty member in the Arabic Language Department at the

College of Arts at the universities of (Minnesota, USA - Rabanyan
University - USA) and Al-Araya International University)
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The eloguence and eloguence of the Prophet, may God bless him and grant
him peace, became the pinnacle of rhetorical beauty. This is because the
eloquence of the Messenger, may God bless him and grant him peace, was
created by God, and what was created by God is smaller than a person’s
dimensions compared to his weight. He is competent in speaking in front of
wonderful artistic paintings, enjoyable and charming, and the talents of the
world cannot come up with anything more wonderful and creative than them.
The manifestations of the aesthetic use of the prophetic style are evident in the
mention of both the musnad and the musnad to it in the noble hadith, in that
they did not affect me in vain. But it was for rhetorical purposes. In this
humble research, I tried to make an effort to uncover its secrets, its magic, and
its capabilities.
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Summary
The book (Lawa'a Al-Anwar) by Ibn Zakaa is considered one of the political
works that became famous in the history of Islamic political thought, as it
includes issues of legal politics, issues of governance in Islam, the philosophy
of human society, defining the conditions of politics, drawing the pyramid of
power, the pillars of the state, and the politics of the presidency. The
relationship of the shepherd to his flock, and the relationship of the Islamic
state to other nations. He followed those before him in writing in this field,
such as Al-Mawardi and Abu Bakr Al-Tartushi. The study aims to introduce
the book and the compiler, reveal his effort and scientific contribution, and

identify the outliers of the text of the manuscript
. Manuscript - Ibn Zugaa - Khawarij text
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Abstract

Genitivizing particles are part of letters of meanings which change the
Prepronouncement of the sentence when it comes in. These particles come in
one letter, two and there. It also change the nouns which followed to vowel of
Kasra where the particles and the noun are called ( Alja’r and Almajrur):
dragging letters or dragging tools. of course this term: Alja’r and Almajrur
got concern readers and researchers in the past and present for the good
meanings and semological meanings it carry. The two researchers studded the
anthology known as ( Burdat al- maddeh) by Imam Al- Busairy, where they
found that the anthology carries a lot of usage of Genitivizing particles and
nouns :( Alja’r and Almajrur) according to their appearance in the sentences
of the Anthology, where they divided functions in the following points:
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Abstract:

The Islamic Sharia has accorded significant attention to knowledge and
scientific research. The first revelation of the Holy Quran emphasized the
importance of seeking knowledge. The subject of authorship and compilation
is crucial in the scientific and intellectual spheres, holding a lofty status as it is
intricately connected to human life, thought, and culture. Authorship forms
the foundation of scientific and technological innovations, a right highly
emphasized in Sharia. Numerous texts in Sharia encourage the pursuit and
acquisition of knowledge, underscoring its perpetual significance. As a result
of this emphasis, the art of writing and authorship has flourished. Islamic
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Sharia establishes regulations and principles to safeguard these rights and
privileges granted to authors, providing them with the authority to protect,
manage, and enjoy the fruits of their intellectual endeavors. Unauthorized use
of these rights, whether literary or financial, is prohibited without the author's
consent. This topic is remarkably important, and gratitude is expressed for the
guidance received in composing this humble and blessed research .

Keywords: Authorship, Rights, Islam.
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Abstract:
Today, some diseases and viruses have spread that can infect humans and
affect their health and the health of society, especially in light of the
widespread spread of these diseases in multiple regions of the world, such as
sarin disease, coronavirus disease, and the like. Meanwhile, there is talk about
the extent of the possibility of infecting believers and Muslims with deadly
diseases And the extent to which it conflicts with the principle of faith in God
Almighty and trust in Him, and the measures recommended by Islamic law to
prevent these diseases, or limit them when infected with them; The occasion
requires an explanation of the beneficial methods being followed today to

prevent the epidemic and prevent its spread Among these is (quarantine),
which was followed by a group of countries around the world to prevent the
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(Corona Covid-19) epidemic. The goal of quarantine is to keep an individual
or group of people infected with a disease away from others, to prevent
transmission of the disease. What distinguishes it is that Islamic law deals
with comprehensive social distancing and considers the faith as a starting
point for compliance in Behavior, which is the goal, is based on establishing
faith and conviction to facilitate compliance.

Keywords: position; stone; spacing; Islamic Law; healthy; social; Epidemics
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Research Summary:

The research revolves around the arbitrator, because of his logistical
importance in the arbitration award, because he is the main human element in
the arbitration decision based, whether this arbitration is individual or
institutional.

The arbitrator is a major logistical input in the arbitral award. Therefore, this
research was in the pillars of the logistical performance of the arbitrator and
the arbitral tribunal.

The research included the academic qualification of the arbitrator and
technical and psychological support, and we examined the civil and criminal
eligibility of the arbitrator, and his independence in order to remove any
suspicion about his impartiality. In addition, research included the arbitrator's
response, its procedures, and the effects of the response request on the arbitral
award. All of this is a logistical guarantee for the arbitral award.

Introductory words: The arbitrator, the logistics of the arbitrator, the
arbitrator's response.
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Abstract

Arabic is the language of the Qur’an and the language of Islam. It is,
therefore, one of the world’s most widely spoken languages across
the Middle East and North Africa. Arabic is the official language of
twenty-five sovereign states. It is widely used as a lingua franca for a
variety of communicative interactions between various communities
in Asia and Africa. Given the long historical relations and
interactions between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) and
Northern Nigeria and Nigeria generally, it could be argued that there
has been a deliberate effort to promote the development of Arabic
language in the region. In this respect, this study examines the role of
KSA in the promotion of Arabic language in Northern Nigeria.
Through various development intervention programmes and inter-
agency collaborations, including building of Islamic learning centres
and Masjid, Da’awah programmes, provisions of educational
scholarships, Daurah schools, the KSA has greatly influenced the
promotion of Arabic language in Northern Nigeria and Nigeria
generally. However, these efforts are being limited by some
challenges, such as people socio-cultural attitudes to Arabic, their
preference to English over Arabic language, opposition to non-
Muslims studying Arabic, institutional bias by Governments, etc.
Nevertheless, despite these challenge, tremendous potentials exist not
only to mitigate these challenges but to also continue to drive
benefits from exploiting Nigeria-KSA relations to strengthen the
development of Arabic language in Northern Nigeria.
Key Words: Arabic Language, Northern Nigeria, KSA, Role, Challenges,
Potentials.

1. Introduction

Until the third decade of the 7th century, Arabic was confined to the Arabian
Peninsula, but with the introduction of Islam, the language began to have
extensive influence far beyond Arabia; and with the Arabic Qur'an, the
linguistic landscape of the world was set to change, at any new community
that accepted the faith had a priori, to learn some Arabic. Since the Qur'an is
inimitable and untranslatable. It has to be learnt in the original Arabic by
every faithful, regardless of his mother tongue (Sanni, 2009).
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For centuries, scholars have recognised that Arabic as a language and Islam as
a religion have made significant contributions to global civilization, culture,
and education. It was Islam that rekindled the human pursuit of science, and it
was the Arabs, not the Romans, who brought light and power to the modern
world through science (Adeyemi, 2016). In the ninth and tenth centuries, the
Muslims compiled great lexicons and developed philological learning in Islam.
At least a century before the Western world considered establishing higher
learning institutions, the Muslims established such institutions in cities such as
Basra, Kufa, Baghdad, Cairo, and Cordova. These began as religious schools
in Mosques and later evolved into universities, and Arabic as a language
contributed to a better understanding of West Africa's early history and
civilization (Fafunwa, 1995 as cited in Adeyemi, 2016).

The facts that make Arabic a must-study language is compelling. Apart from
being the world's fifth most commonly spoken native language, with over 300
million speakers, it is also the official language of 20 countries, as well as the
United Nations, Arab League, Organization of Islamic Conference, and
African Union. The growing demand for bilingual Arabic speakers in fields
such as journalism, business and industry, education, finance, banking,
translation and interpretation, consulting, Foreign Service, and intelligence
has emphasised the language's strategic importance. With the Arab region's
combined annual GDP of 600 billion dollars, and the increase in population,
commerce, trade, and economic activities, Arabic will undoubtedly play a
more significant role in world affairs (Sirajudeen & Adebisi, 2012).
Historically, the position of the Arabic language in multicultural societies,
particularly Nigeria (the largest African population), which has predominant
ethnic groups, cultures, and more than 400 ethnic dialects, with a population
of over 185,0000000, has been warmly recognised and applauded. The reason
for this is that it entered the country in the seventh century of the Hijrah era
and the tenth century of the Christian era. Arabic had been used for religious,
social, and cultural purposes in Nigeria for centuries before the arrival of
Europeans (Adetunji, 2014).

The spread of Arabic language education to Nigeria cannot be completely
divorced from the introduction of Islamic education to Nigeria. This is
because, while Islam is a religion and its education involves learning about the
religion, the religion came with Arabic as its language, so the religion was
followed with Arabic. Just as Christianity was practised in the country with
English as its official language (at the initial stage). The Arabic language got
to the Savannah region of West Africa as early as the eighth Century A.D.
through trading activities with the Berbers of North Africa who had already
accepted Islam from the Arabs that had conquered the coastal strips of North
Africa and installed Arab rulers there (Taiwo, 1999).

Based on the foregoing background, the focus of this paper is to examine the
foreign support for the development of Arabic in Northern Nigeria using
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Saudi Arabia as a case study. To accomplish this purpose, the paper in
addition to this introductory background is sectionalised into: Arabic as a
language of development, Arabic language in Nigeria, Saudi Arabia's support
to promoting Arabic in Northern Nigeria, conclusion, challenges and
potentials.

2. Arabic as a Language of Development

Arabic is one of the world’s most widely spoken languages, with around 350
million native speakers spread across the Middle East and North Africa.
Arabic is the official language of twenty-five sovereign states. Furthermore,
Arabic is widely used as a lingua franca (i.e., vehicular language) for a variety
of communicative interactions between various linguistic communities in Asia
and Africa (Lucas and Manfredi, 2020). Arabic is characterized by diglossia, a
linguistic situation in which two varieties of the same language have a
functional distribution, with the spoken variety used in informal and intimate
contexts and Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), the written variety, acquired
through literacy and used in written and formal discourse. Each Arab state has
its dialectal variety while MSA is the official language of 20 Arab states. All
Arabic-speaking children first acquire the dialectal variety as their mother
tongue and are only later introduced to MSA through literacy (Badry, 2009).
The earliest known example of Arabic is an inscription found in the Syrian
desert dating back to the fourth century A.D. The pre-Islamic Arab tribes who
lived in the Arabian-peninsula and neighbouring regions had a thriving oral
poetic tradition. But it was not systematically collected and recorded in
written form until the eighth century A.D. This poetic language, probably the
result of the fusion of various dialects, came to be regarded as a literary or
elevated style, which represented a cultural bond among different tribes (Abu-
Absi, 2022).

The modern Arabic-speaking world can be divided into three geographical
zones: Zone | include the Arabian Peninsula regions where Arabic was spoken
before the beginning of the Islamic expansion in the seventh century; Zone Il
includes the Middle Eastern and North African areas where Arabic penetrated
during the Islamic expansion and where it is now spoken as a majority
language, and Zone Il includes isolated regions where Arabic is spoken
(Watson, 2011). Further to this, as a result of successive waves of mass
emigration in recent centuries, Arabic is now spoken as a heritage language by
diasporic communities worldwide.

Throughout its history, Arabic has not only been subject to contact influence
from other languages, but has also induced profound changes in the languages
with which it has come into contact, thanks to its religious function as the
language of Islam, the linguistic influence of (Classical) Arabic has, of course,
travelled well beyond the traditional borders of the Arabic-speaking world,
and has affected linguistic communities that have never acquired Arabic as a
second language. Such is the case, for example, of Indonesian and Swabhili,
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whose lexica are characterized by a high proportion of Arabic-derived
loanwords. (Lucas and Manfredi, 2020). The influence of Arabic has been
most important in Islamic countries because it is the language of the Islamic
sacred book, the Quran. Arabic is also an important source of vocabulary for
languages such as Amharic, Azerbaijani, Baluchi, Bengali, Berber, Bosnian,
Chaldean, Chechen, Chittagonian, Croatian, Dagestani, Dhivehi, English,
German, Guijarati, Hausa, Hindi, Kazakh, Kurdish, Kutchi, Kyrgyz, Malay
(Malaysian and Indonesian), Pashto, Persian, Punjabi, Rohingya, Romance
languages (French, Catalan, Italian, Portuguese, Sicilian, Spanish, etc.) Saraiki,
Sindhi, Somali, Sylheti, Swahili, Tagalog, Tigrinya, Turkish, Turkmen, Urdu,
Uyghur, Uzbek, Visayan and Wolof, as well as other languages in countries
where these languages are spoken (Lucas and Manfredi, 2020).

Over a twenty-three-year period, 610-632 A.D., Prophet Muhammad received
messages from Allah in Arabic through the Angel Jibril. The Holy Quran,
which contains these messages, was originally memorised by professional
reciters. Different accents for the pronunciation of the Quran were used as
Islam spread until a standardised version (with notations for different accents)
was completed in the mid-seventh century A.D. under the third Caliph,
Uthman Ibn 'Affan. As more non-Arabic speakers were drawn to Islam, the
Quran became the most important bond between Muslims, Arabs and non-
Arabs alike, revered for its content and admired for its language beauty. Arabs,
regardless of religion, and Muslims, regardless of ethnic origin, hold the
Arabic language in high regard and regard it as a conduit for a rich cultural
heritage. This close relationship between the Quran and Arabic gave the
language its unique status and contributed to the Arabization of diverse
populations (Abu-Absi, 2022).

3. Arabic Language in Nigeria

Arabic is the language in which Salat (Muslim prayer) is performed five times
daily in all parts of the world. Hence, the history of Arabic literacy in all
Muslim communities is always traceable to the advent of Islam in such
communities (Fafunwa, 1974 as cited in Adetunji, 2014). Because of its
religious cosmos, Arabic has a huge influence among Muslims all over the
world.

Arabic whose original abode was the Arabian Peninsula expanded to North
Africa in the seventh century AD. It is an undisputable fact that there was a
commercial link between North Africa and West African kingdoms like
Ghana, Gao, and Timbuktu. Others were Kanem-Borno, Kano and Katsina,
which altogether with some other areas in the region, later got demarcated
away from Biladu-Sudan (now West Africa) under the name Nigeria (Niger
area). After the Islamic conquest of North Africa, the Arabs were at the
forefront of the merchants that traded with the people of West Africa. This
commercial link between the Arabs and the people of West Africa is the
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foundation stone of the Arabic language in West Africa in general and in
Nigeria in particular (Lateju, 2006).

The beginning of Arabic literacy in Nigeria is traceable to when Islam reached
the country in the 11th century through the merchant routes and regular
contact of the Arab scholars from Sudan, Turkey, and Morocco etc with the
Nigerians (scholars), and with traders during that period. This made the
influence of the Arabic language more effective in the intellectual and cultural
heritage of the people of Shuwa Arab in the Old Kanem-Bornu empire-
Nigeria at the end of 11th century C.E. (Fafunwa, 1992 as cited in Adetuniji,
2014). Thus, Islam empowered the Arabic language to be protected because
Islam travels to any location with its form of education. It is recorded that the
first Arabic school and the first Quranic school were established in Nigeria
when Kanem Ummu Julmi of the old Borno empire accepted Islam. His
passion for education prompted him to establish the first Quranic school in his
palace as a way of promulgating the teaching of Islam, which was attended by
all and sundry Muslim children but in an informal setting in which the
students would sit in front of the teacher on the floor. Ummul Julmi's efforts
in establishing Qur'anic schools were lauded by his contemporaries, leading to
the establishment of many Quranic schools later by many reputable leaders,
scholars, and jurists, including Jubril bn Umar, Muhammad Sambo, Uthman
bn Fodio, his brother Abdullahi bn Fodio, and many scholars who contributed
immensely to the development of Arabic literacy in Nigeria. Thus, the
teaching of Arabic literacy in Nigeria began in an informal setting in the
Mallam's house (local teacher), under the tree, or in the mosque, where Qur'an
verses were only learned by rote. Mallam reads the Qur'an to the students,
who then repeat it after him, memorising it. There was no standard regulation
or quality back then because everything was dependent on the availability of
space, the quality of the individual teacher, and his or her personality
(Adetunji, 2014).

The Sokoto Caliphate of Uthman bn Fodio in the 18th century recruited
teachers, educational advisors, and planners from Egypt, Tripoli, and Ottoman
Turkey to assist in teaching and reforming the Islamic educational system.
This enduring legacy of Arabo-Islamic education from the Sokoto Caliphate
persisted both before and after the arrival of colonialism. Scholars established
Quranic schools, and for many centuries, up until the colonial period, Islamic
schooling was the formal educational system in northern Nigeria (Lemu,
2002). When Lord Lugard arrived in the Northern Protectorates to take over
as Governor of Northern Nigeria in 1914, he discovered over 25,000 Quranic
schools with a total enrolment of 218,618 students. (Alfa and Abubakar, 2013).
These Qur'anic schools, known as Tsangaya, and their students, known as
Almajirai from the Arabic word Almuhjir, or an immigrant, later enrolled in
more advanced theological schools, or madrasahs, where they studied Islamic
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Jurisprudence, Theology, History, Philosophy, Arabic Grammar, and the
Sciences. (Umar, 2012).

Thus, it is important to note that the modernization of Arabic literacy in
Nigeria began during the era of Uthman bn Fodio, who worked tirelessly to
modernise the standard learning of Arabic in the 18th century. Since then,
Arabic literacy has made its way as a full discipline worthy of study in the
Nigerian educational system at all levels of learning (Adetunji, 2014). It later
gained complete acceptance as a result of fundamental steps taken by Nigerian
Muslims in Nigerian education, which taught from primary to higher degree
levels. Although a variety of factors have contributed to the survival and use
of Arabic in multilingual societies, not least of which is the Arab world's
political and economic importance over the last century as a result of vast
petroleum and other mineral resources. It was designated as one of the six
working languages of the United Nations and its affiliates in 1973, following
the Saudi oil embargo against the United States. It is the third language of the
Organization of African Unity and the first of the Muslim World League
(MWL) and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) (Sanni, 2009).

4. Saudi Arabia's Support in Promoting Arabic in Northern Nigeria

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is the birthplace of Islam, the location of the
two holy mosques, and the Centre of Islamic devotion and prayer. Saudi
Arabia is a global leader in the pursuit of Islamic unity. It is home to the
Muslim World League and the Organization of the Islamic Conference, both
of which work to protect Islamic interests. Saudi Arabia's commitment to
Islam is demonstrated by its excellent upkeep and expansion of holy sites,
allowing a greater number of Muslim pilgrims to perform the Hajj. This has
always been an essential priority for the Kingdom. Every year funds from the
annual budget are allocated exclusively for this purpose. In collaboration with
other government agencies, the Ministry of Pilgrimage oversees the annual
logistical challenge of preparing for the Hajj and supports projects in the
Kingdom and abroad that promote Islam's role in the community (The
Embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2022).

The Kingdom has been responsive to the needs of the Islamic world in many
ways. Saudi Arabia makes significant contributions to the Islamic
Development Fund, which assists with community infrastructure projects; to
the Islamic Development Bank, which is headquartered in Jeddah; and to the
Islamic Organization for Science, Technology, and Development. Saudi
leaders also work tirelessly to promote peace and stability in Muslim and Arab
countries, as well as globally.

Saudi Arabia is the centre of the Arab and Islamic worlds, as well as the
centre of Islam. Islam was and continues to be the most influential factor in
the process of prioritising Saudi foreign policy. Saudi Arabia has worked
since its inception to mobilise and devote its resources to the causes of the
Islamic world. To achieve Islamic solidarity, the Kingdom sought out and
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established a network of governmental and non-governmental Islamic
institutions, including the Association of the Islamic World in 1962 and the
Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) in 1969, with the Kingdom
serving as their headquarters. (Liu and Fan, 2018). This initiative arose from
an integrated vision of the meaning of Islamic solidarity. The most important
efforts include collective security for Islamic countries, peaceful resolution of
disputes between them, economic aid to Islamic countries and communities
with limited resources, and emergency assistance and relief to affected
Muslim countries, advocating for Muslims, defending their causes, and
providing material and moral support to Islamic communities through
generous contributions to the construction of Mosques and the establishment
of Islamic cultural centres (Alammash et.al, 2021).

Saudi Arabia’s third king, Faisal, established the University of Medina in 1961
with the explicit mission of training foreign students as Wahhabi missionaries.
The university's bylaws required that 75 per cent of the student body be from
outside the country, which contributed to an increase in the foreign share of
enrolment in Saudi universities from 18.6 per cent in 1970 to 23.9 per cent in
1980. Many of these students concentrated their studies on Islam. Throughout
the 1970s and 1980s, the House of Saud established a complex of NGOs,
programmes, and educational centres to promote its brand of Salafism and
preach a call for global Islamic solidarity, establishing Saudi Arabia as the
ideological centre of the Sunni Muslim world and giving rise to a form of
fundamentalist Pan-Islamism (Meservey, 2021). The resources poured into
these efforts to propagate Salafism by countries such as Kuwait, Qatar, and
Saudi Arabia are staggering. The latter has been the most prolific. A former
U.S. official estimated in 2004 that the Kingdom had spent more than $75
billion proselytizing Wahhabism; in 2005, former CIA director James
Woolsey estimated the number to be $80 to $90 billion. If those funding
trends have continued until today, a safe estimate of how much Saudi Arabia
has spent spreading its version of Salafism would be well over $100 billion
(Alexiev, 2003).

Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd claimed that he financed the building of nearly
2,500 Islamic learning centres and 1,500 mosques in Muslim- minority
countries alone. The King Fahd Complex for the Printing of the Holy Quran,
based in Medina, had by 2000 distributed 138 million copies globally
(Ottaway, 2008 as cited in Meservey, 2021). Additionally, some estimate that
the Saudis have built thousands of mosques and Islamic centres in sub-
Saharan Africa. Further to this, the Saudis have built over 1500 mosques, 210
Islamic centres, 202 Islamic colleges, and 2000 schools for educating Muslims
in non-Muslim countries through charities such as Al Haramain Foundation,
the World Muslim League (WML), the World Assembly of Muslim Youth
(WAMY), and the International Islamic Relief Organization (I1IRO). Most of
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these institutions continue to be on the Saudi payroll for substantial yearly
donations (Alexiev, 2003).

According to Mandaville and Hamid (2018), the many and varied actors
involved in global Saudi da'wa efforts constitute a sort of “ecosystem,” which
includes the following key components:

Ministry of Islamic Affairs, Da'wa, and Guidance: The governmental body
primarily responsible for the management of religious affairs and a major
provider of resources (money, books, personnel) for international
proselytization activities including mosque building, the development of
religious schools, and the organization of lecture tours by religious scholars
and da’is (preachers). Ministry officials sometimes serve as “religious
attachés” at Saudi diplomatic posts around the world, acting as liaisons with
local Muslim communities and religious leaders.

Muslim World League (MWL): A parastatal organisation founded in 1962
under royal patronage to promote Muslim solidarity and the spread of Islam
worldwide. While formally independent of the Saudi government, the MWL is
traditionally led by a Saudi, is headquartered in Mecca, and is financially
dependent on the Kingdom. Although representatives from various regions
and Islamic trends have served on the League's governing council over the
years (including the Muslim Brotherhood and its South Asian counterpart, the
Jamaat-e-Islami, both of which were highly influential during the League's
early days), the growing centrality of Saudi figures in the League's executive
functions has led most observers to regard the MWL as a vehicle for securing
and promoting Saudi religious influence. (Schulze, 1990 as cited in
Mandeville and Hamid, 2018).

World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY): An organization established in
1972, originally for the primary purpose of preparing young Saudis and other
Muslims planning to study in non-Muslim settings—mainly in Europe and
North America—to protect and preserve their religious beliefs. Over time, its
activities began to cross-pollinate with those of Muslim Brotherhood-linked
networks, particularly in Europe, and, given WAMY's close ties to the Saudi
religious establishment, it became more directly involved in activities aimed
at spreading Wahhabi doctrine (an austere and uncompromising interpretation
of Islam that is vehemently opposed to anything which might encourage
Muslims towards idol worship). (Pew Research Centre, 2010).

Islamic University of Medina (IUM): An institution of higher education
established in 1961 and closely tied to the Kingdom’s religious establishment
with a primary mission of providing training in the classical Islamic sciences
to Muslims from around the world. IUM’s provision of generous scholarships
for international students has made it an attractive destination for higher
religious study. Frequently viewed as a direct conduit for exporting
Wahhabism via the training of religious scholars, recent scholarship has



Foreign Support in the Development of Arabic in Northern Nigeria: | Sadiya Shehu
The Case of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

ISSN (e) 3005-7418/ 155N (p) 2959-90-59 ¢a2023 pewud I suall cilisluai Ylg o glald lsl 1 Ales”

painted a more complex picture regarding the transnational circulation of
religious ideas within and through this institution.

There are also numerous Saudi and Saudi-funded charitable organisations that
incorporate elements of proselytization into their worldwide provision of aid,
relief, and social services. Some of the main players are the International
Organization for Relief, Welfare and Development (formerly known as the
International Islamic Relief Organization, an affiliate of the MWL), the al-
Haramain Foundation, and al-Wagf al-Islami (Madaville and Hamid, 2018).
Concerning Nigeria and Saudi Arabia, Islam, which arrived in the area now
known as Northern Nigeria through Borno in the 11th century, aided the
spread of Arab cultures in Nigeria, such that there are many cultural
similarities between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia today (Oluwatoki, 2010), from
dress code (the thobe for men and the use of hijab by women) to language
(Arabic language) and transportation system (the use of horses and donkeys).
As part of Saudi Arabia's support to promoting Arabic and Islam in Nigeria,
particularly Northern Nigeria. It has helped Nigeria tremendously with
scholarships. Nigeria has several Islamic scholars who studied in Saudi Arabia.
These students took Arabic and Islamic Studies classes. When they return to
Nigeria, they primarily teach in primary and secondary schools, with fewer
still going on to teach at various tertiary institutions after years of teaching at
the secondary school level and with additional qualifications, while the
majority of them open their Islamic schools and occasionally lead prayers in
mosques (Williams, 2022). Many Nigerian students studying in Saudi Arabia
on Saudi scholarships. The majority of them studied Shari'ah (Islamic Law),
Arabic, Islamic History, or other Islamic Sciences. Even in cases where
scholarships allow for the pursuit of other courses, the condition (for the
award of the scholarship) has been that the awardees read Shari‘ah for some
years, three years in most cases, before pursuing other disciplines (Williams
and Egemba, 2022).

Similarly, its funded non-governmental organisations (NGOs), particularly the
World Assembly of Muslim Youths, mirror Saudi Arabia's role in promoting
Islam and Arabic in North, and Nigeria in general. The World Assembly of
Muslim Youth (WAMY) is a Saudi-based non-governmental organisation that
has helped to strengthen cultural and educational ties in Nigeria. The
organisation is an Islamic institution primarily concerned with the global
spread of Islam. However, their activities are not limited to preaching Islamic
tenets; the organisation also runs numerous programmes across the country in
areas such as education, humanitarian assistance, scholarship, media, project,
and social activities. The World Assembly of Muslim Youths has made
significant contributions to the advancement of education in Nigeria.

WAMY built schools ranging from nursery to secondary to university level,
including Al-Amana International School in Lagos, WAMY International
School in Kano, Al-Faruk International School in Maiduguri, Al- Falah
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International School in Edo State, and Al-Amir Abdul Karim School in Zaria.
Aside from primary and secondary schools, WAMY founded Al-Hikmah
University in llorin, Kwara State, in 2005 (Williams and Egemba, 2002).
Their activities have strengthened and promoted Arabic literacy and Islam in
Nigeria, benefiting thousands of Nigerian youths through educational and
cultural programmes.

Saudi Arabia has also recruited thousands of Nigerian professionals to work in
its hospitals and companies. The Saudis recruited the best hands and these
Nigerians follow them because of better pay. Some of the medical
professionals are doctors, nurses, and laboratory scientists, including
professors and medical directors. The King Fahd University of Petroleum and
Mineral Resources has a postgraduate scholarship scheme in the natural and
physical sciences, geosciences, and different areas of engineering and
management sciences. Posters announcing the Scholarship can be found in
public places in Nigeria, especially in Mosques (Williams, 2022).

5. Conclusion: Challenges and Potentials

The Arabic language has been used as a vehicle of enlightenment before,
during and after Nigerian independence. It was also used to record history. It
also served as a foundation for development as well as a tool for the spread of
education (Ayuba, 2012). The relevance of the Arabic language extends
beyond those who speak it as their first language. As a result, it is universally
praised for its effectiveness and relevance in other cultures and all human
strata. History demonstrates that the place of Arabic in a multicultural society
is very applausive, particularly after the emergence of Islam, when Islam
spread beyond its domain to other continents such as Asia, Europe, Africa,
America, and so on. People are eager to learn Arabic for a variety of reasons,
including religion, trade, diplomacy, and so on. Saudi Arabia's significance as
a country for Islamic education and propagation provides another network for
spreading Arabic. The resources and prestige of Mecca and Medina
universities explain why many religious leaders (imams) have studied there
and thus contributed to the globalisation of this Islamic offer.

Despite all of these claims about Arabic's global influence, many obstacles
remain because of its association with religion (Islam) by some people or
religious bodies, ignoring its value as a common heritage of Africa and
Nigeria in particular. The most serious constraint to learning Arabic in the
country is people’s social and cultural attitudes toward the language. To many
Nigerians, Arabic is synonymous with Islam, and no one except Muslims
would be interested in learning it. Not realizing the other non-religious uses of
the language, even many Muslim children in formal schools refuse to choose
Arabic as one of their subjects, and if they are persuaded to learn it in their
subjects, and if they are persuaded to learn it in their first and second years,
they soon drop it due to their absence of proper motivation and the scorn and
derision of their mates who often ask them derisively, Do you want to become

10
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an Imam?” (Ogunbiyi, 1987 as cited in Adetunji, 2014). In other words, the
religious stigma attached to Arabic - as an Islamic language - has created
significant difficulties in the process of learning Arabic, denying it the extra-
religious value that would have been beneficial to Nigerian development
(Ayuba, 2012).

There are several non-Muslim adult students who for various personal reasons
have studied the Arabic language at their post-secondary school level. The
irony of their situation is that the opposition they face comes from some
conservative Muslim scholars who believe the language is solely for Muslims.
These scholars are always suspicious of the motivations of any non-Muslim
studying Arabic because they are unaware (or perhaps choose not to be aware)
of any other uses of the language (Ogunbiyi, 1987 cited in Adetunji, 2014).
These scholars failed to recognise that Arabic is not only a language of
Muslims, but it is also a universally recognised language that ranks alongside
other international languages.

Furthermore, Arabic has not received the same level of government or
institutional respect as English or even French. There is a shortage of teachers
in primary, secondary, and tertiary institutions throughout the country,
particularly in the south, because governments did not hire Arabic-speaking
teachers. Some schools have no teachers, while others have only one. For a
long time, this has been a pity. This has been a lamentable one for a long time
(Ayuba, 2012).

In spite of all these challenges, still great potentials are evident. For example,
Arabic is a language of universal civilisation, as evidenced by its ability to
meet historical scientific and cultural requirements while also developing new
concepts for all arts. Judgements that Arabic is a dead language or that it is not
flexible enough to replace foreign languages as a medium for scientific and
technical discourse are based on impressionistic, possibly hostile, attitudes
rather than real evidence. These and many other judgments are meaningless
because they contradict objective scientific analysis. Arabic, contrary to
popular belief, has all of the necessary predispositions to incorporate as many
concepts and ideas as possible (Benkharafa, 2013).

In the area of religion, as a complete way of life, Islam affirms God’s
sovereignty over all aspects of man's life. Its teachings encompass all aspects
of human activity, both spiritual and material, individual and social,
educational and cultural, economic and political, and national and
international. In other words, religion, as perfected by Islam, provided the
foundation for human unity. As a result, when approached from an Islamic
perspective, religion has the potential to bring true happiness to the human
race (Ayuba, 2006). Because Arabic is the religious language of Islam, early
exposure to Arabic education helps Muslim children understand the tenets of
Islam and the words of the Qur'an as exemplified by Prophet Muhammad. In a
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nutshell, Arabic, in conjunction with Islam, has effectively played this moral
role in the past and can do so again if given the necessary encouragement.

As a medium of historical documentation Arabic language has been playing a
positive impact on historical data of Northern Nigeria's heritage. One thing to
be inked out is that since the conversance of Northern Nigerians with the
Arabic language as far back as the 11th century, it has been used for record-
keeping and documentation. In authenticating the literary utility of Arabic to
Nigeria before the introduction of English, are the Arabic documents that
detailed the history of Kanem-Borno empire. One Muhammad Ibn Mani from
Fezzan (North Africa) is reported to have settled in Kanem and taught Islamic
texts to not less than three Kanem Mais (king) before Hume al Julmi. (Hiskett,
1984, cited in Adetunji, 2014). The latter is widely regarded as the first Mai to
embrace Islam and promote the use of Arabic in court proceedings. The
documentary significance of Arabic as a primary, if not the primary, source of
Sub-Saharan African history cannot be overstated.

Broadly speaking, on educational development even before the introduction of
English, Arabic served as an effective medium of formal education in
Northern Nigeria. Though Arabic scholars have emphasised the need for an
improved method of teaching Arabic, it can still be argued that if Northern
Nigeria had been allowed to continue with Arabic medium in her educational
pursuit, it would have attained what Arabized North African countries attained
in their educational development. Even today, average Nigerian Muslims in
both the South and the North prefer to learn Arabic over English. This is why
Arabic schools have continued to spring up and compete favourably with
English schools in terms of parental support and pupil enrolment (Ayuba,
2012).

It must be emphasised that Socio-psychologically, Arabic, as a language, has a
highly developed literature that can be found in Arab life from the pre-Islamic
era to the present day. Students learn many Arabic poetic verses at all levels
of Arabic education that teach social norms such as self-reliance, sincerity,
bravery, and generosity, among others. As a result, Arabic students cannot
avoid being influenced by the culture, sociology, and psychology depicted in
such literature. Many works in Arabic have been written, ranging from Acts of
Worship, Islamic Jurisprudence, Health Education, and Ethics to Sociology,
Economics, Public Administration, and Political Science. Such works were
also taught in schools and debated at public gatherings organised specifically
for the enlightenment of the masses, both male and female (Abubakre et.al,
1993 as cited in Ayuba, 2012).

Overall, in the domain of economic development, Arabic as a foreign
language has been beneficial to the global economy. Firstly, it is the lingua
franca of approximately one hundred million Middle Eastern residents, as well
as the union of three separate continents (Africa, Asia, and Europe). Some
African countries speak it as their first language, including Algeria, Egypt,

12



Foreign Support in the Development of Arabic in Northern Nigeria: | Sadiya Shehu
The Case of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

ISSN (e) 3005-7418/ 155N (p) 2959-90-59 ¢a2023 pewud I suall cilisluai Ylg o glald lsl 1 Ales”

Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, Mauritania, Western Sahara, and Sudan. In Nigeria,
Arabic has almost always assumed the status of a mother tongue. The Shuwa
Arabs, Nigeria ethnic group in the North—Eastern Part of Borno state speak it
(Adetunji, 2014). It is not hyperbole to state that Arabic is the vehicle for the
global exchange and cross-fertilization of sciences and civilization. Indeed,
without the laudable service of Arabic language, which preserved their origins
and engineered their improvement and standardisation, modern civilization
and modern sciences might not have existed, at least to the extent that we have
them today. The introduction of Arabic in Nigeria also creates a positive
economic situation because it ensures a good source of income. Furthermore,
Nigeria is a strong member of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC), an organisation established to ensure the price stability of
petroleum in the international market. Because many of the most influential
member countries are Arab, learning Arabic will allow us to reach agreements
with them and interact more effectively (Abubakre et.al, 1993). In conclusion,
given all of these potentials, Northern Nigeria stands to benefit greatly from
Saudi Arabia’s continued engagement in the development of Arabic Language
and Islam in the region and Nigeria generally.

REFERENCES

Abu-Absi, S. (2022). The Arabic Language. Retrieved from
https:www.google.com/amp/s/historyofislam.com/contents/themodern-age/thearabic-
language/%3famp. 9-12-22.

Abubakre, R.D., Akanmidu, R.A & Alana, O.E. (1993). Religion and Politics in Nigeria.
Nsukka - Nigeria: NASR - Nigerian Association for the Study of Religions.

Adetunji, 1. (2014). Arabic Language in Multi-cultural Dynamism: A Chronological Effects
on Nigeria's Heritage. Proceedings of SOCIO INTI4 - International Conference on Social
Sciences and Humanities.

Adeyemi, K.A. (2016). The Trend of Arabic and Islamic Education in Nigeria: Progress and
Prospects. Open Journal of Modern Linguistics, 6, 197-201. Retrieved from
https://dx.doi.org/10.4236/0jml/2016.63020. 8-12-22.

Alammash, S.A., Guo, P.S & Vinnikova, A. (2021). Saudi Arabic and the Heart of Islam in
Vision 2030: Impact on International Relations. Arab Journal for Scientific Publishing (AJSP).
Alexiev, A. (2003). Wahhabism: State - sponsored Extremism Worldwide. Testimony before
the U.S Senate Subcommittee on Terrorism, Technology and Homeland Security. Retrieved
from https:www.judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Alexiev%20Testimony%20062603.pdf.
9-12-22.

Alfa, M.S & Abubakar, S.A. (2012). The Impact of Colonial Languages (English & French)
on the Teaching of Arabic Language in Nigeria. Anyigba Journal of Arts and Humanities,
Kogi State University, Anyigba, Nigeria.

Alfa, M.S & Dollah, H. (2015). Language Planning and Policy in Nigeria: The Prospects of
Arabic Language. Journal of Education and Social Sciences, Vol.1.

Ayuba, M.A. (2006). Islamic Ideology and the Global Village: Opportunities and Challenges
In D. Stinton (eds). The Arts, Man and Globalization: Trend, Issues and Problems. Accra-
Ghana : Deocraft Publisher.

Ayuba, M.A. (2012). The Arabic Language: Its Relevance to Nigerian Development.
European Scientific Journal, VVol.8, No.26.

Badry, F. (2009). Milestones in Arabic Language Development. Encyclopedia of Language
and Literacy Development, pp.1-7.

13



Foreign Support in the Development of Arabic in Northern Nigeria: | Sadiya Shehu
The Case of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

ISSN (e) 3005-7418/ 155N (p) 2959-90-59 ¢a2023 pewud I suall cilisluai Ylg o glald lsl 1 Ales”

Benkharafa, M. (2013). The Present Situation of the Arabic Language and the Arab World
Commitment to Arabization. Theory and Practice in Language Studies, Vol.3, No.2, pp. 201-
208.

Fafunwa, A.B. (1974). History of Education in Nigeria. London: Gallen and Unwin.

Hiskett, M. (1984). The Development of Islam in West Africa. New York: Longman.

Lateju, F.T. (2006). The History and Effect of Madrasah Education in Northern Nigeria.
Jorac : Journal of Religion and Africa Culture. 2(1&2).

Lemu, B.A. (2002). Religious Education in Nigeria - A Case Study. Teaching for Tolerance
and Freedom of Religion or Belief. Report from the Preparatory Seminar held in Oslo,
December 7-9. Oslo : The Oslo Coalition on Freedom of Religion or Belief.

Liu, Z & Fan, P. (2018). Islamic Factors in Interstate Cooperation of the OIC Members. Asian
Journal of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies. 12:1-15.

Lucas, C & Manfredi, S. (eds). (2020). Arabic and Contact-induced Change (Contact and
Multilingualism). Berlin: Language Science Press.

Mandaville, P & Hamid, S. (2018). Islam As Statecraft: How Government use Religion in
Foreign Policy. Retrieved from
https:www.google.com/amp/s/www.bookings.edu/research/islam-as-statecraft-how-
governments-use-religion-in-foreign-policy/%3famp. 9-12-22.

Meservey, J. (2021). Salafis, Sufis, and the Contest for the Future of African Islam. The
Heritage Foundation. Retrieved from https://www.heritage.org/africa/commentary/salafis-
sufis-and-the-contest-the-future-african-islam. 8-12-22.

Ogunbiyi, I. (1987). Of Non-Muslim Cultivates and Propagators of the Arabic Language.
Inaugural Lecture, Lagos State University.

Oluwatoki, J.A. (2010). Hajj in Nigeria - Saudi Arabia Relations, 1960-2007. Unpublished.
M.A Dissertation: University of Jos.

Ottaway, D.B. (2008). The King's Messenger: Prince Bander Bin Sultan and America's
Tangled Relationship with Saudi Arabia. New York: Walker & Company.

Pew Research Centre. (2010). Muslim Network and Movements in Western Europe.
Retrieved from https://www.pewforum.org/2010/09/15/muslim-networks-and-movements-in-
western-europe.

Sanni, A. (2009). Arabic in Multilingual Society: A Synchronic and Diachronic Analysis. Al-
Lisan Journal of the Nigeria Association of Teachers of Arabic Language and Literature
(Natal), vol.11, No.4.

Schulze, R. (1990). Islamischer Internationalismus. Jahrhundert: Untersuchungen zur
Geschichte der Islamischen Weltliga. Berlin : Verlag.

Sirajudeen, A.A. (2008). Background to Arabo-Islamic Culture in Nigeria. AL-FIKR : Journal
of Arabic and Islamic Studies. 21(1), 47.

Sirajudeen, A.A. & Adebisi, A. (2012). Teaching Arabic as a Second Language in Nigeria.
Procedia - Social and Behavioural Sciences, 66, 126-135.

Taiwo, B.M. (1999). Arabic Education in Nigeria: A Historical Overview. A paper presented
at the first Annual National Conference organized by Nigeria Association of Teachers of
Arabic in Colleges of Education and Allied Institutions. (NATACEDA). 28th April - 1st May,
1999.

The Embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.(Washington, DC). (2022). About Saudi
Arabia. Retrieved from https://www.saudiembassy.net/islam. 8-12-22.

Umar, A. (2012). Religion and Language in the Transformation of Education in Northern
Nigeria during British Colonial Rule, 1900-1960. Intellectual Discourse, VVol.20, No.2.
Watson, J.C.E. (2011). South Arabian and Yemeni Dialects. Salford Working Papers in
Linguistics and Applied Linguistics. 27-40.

Williams, AAM & Egemba, E.K. (2022). Culture and Bilateral Diplomacy: A Study of
Nigeria-Saudi Relations. Ibom Journal of Social Issues, Vol.11, No.1.

14



Foreign Support in the Development of Arabic in Northern Nigeria: | Sadiya Shehu
The Case of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

ISSN (e) 3005-7418/I1SSN (p) 2959-90-59 ¢a2023 pawyd LI ssall cibisluni Wl o glald clsl 1 aloms”

Williams, A.M. (2022). Prognosis of Nigeria's Relations with the Arab World. Retrieved from
https://www.academia.edu/33/86557/prognosis-of-Nigeria's-Relations-with-the-Arab-World-
docx. 7-12-2022.

15



	1 JOURNAL.pdf (p.1)
	2 ntro.pdf (p.2-10)
	3 Untitled2.pdf (p.11-317)
	1Untitled1.pdf (p.1-25)
	ALARAYIKJ1V3DEC2023.pdf (p.1-15)
	ALARAYIKJ2V3DEC2023.pdf (p.16-25)

	2Untitled.pdf (p.26-307)
	ALARAYIKJ3V3DEC2023.pdf (p.26-36)
	ALARAYIKJ4V3DEC2023.pdf (p.37-51)
	ALARAYIKJ5V3DEC2023.pdf (p.52-78)
	ALARAYIKJ6V3DEC2023.pdf (p.79-97)
	ALARAYIKJ7V3DEC2023.pdf (p.98-118)
	ALARAYIKJ8V3DEC2023.pdf (p.119-124)
	ALARAYIKJ9V3DEC2023.pdf (p.125-150)
	ALARAYIKJ10V3DEC2023.pdf (p.151-174)
	ALARAYIKJ11V3DEC2023.pdf (p.175-202)
	ALARAYIKJ12V3DEC2023.pdf (p.203-216)
	ALARAYIKJ13V3DEC2023.pdf (p.217-227)
	ALARAYIKJ14V3DEC2023.pdf (p.228-253)
	ALARAYIKJ15V3DEC2023.pdf (p.254-292)
	ALARAYIKJ16V3DEC2023.pdf (p.293-307)



